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It is a great privilege to live in a country where the people themselves get to
chose their own leaders. Many leaders in the world today subdue their own peo-
ple with and Airon fisto and have dol
and poverty. Democracy is a wonderful thing and in order to keep it, the people
must live responsible lives with their work, families and by participating in elec-
tions and the political life of the nation. Elections are a good thing that we should
never speak ill of and always treasure as a sacred honor.

In the rough and tumble of politics, Christians should remember to refrain
from sl ander and insult. The Bible s:
otheréo (James 3:11) Our challenge f
without being disagreeable or insulting to others. And we will disagree. If we
were all of the same mind, we woul dn:¢
say that there is no exclusively AChH]
ployment is a problem and yet disagree about the best approach to take towards i
We can be one in Christ and remain warm friends with each other, even while we
favor different policies and differei
nents into enemies.

We have learned in recent years that voting matters. Many important elections
have been decided by as few as 8 votes. When the controversy about such close
results is over, the lesson to be remembered ietieay vote mattets

Beyond elections, Christians are called to build the moral and spiritual health
of the nation wher eexaftshmatyon, but smes.a diggfRéeg h |
to any people. o (Proverbs 14:34). En
and kindness; Praying for our neighborhoods, schools, businesses, courts and
jails; sharing the Gospel and inviting others to make commitments to Christ;
teaching moral values to children and youth and modeling good character in
home and workplaces; are all ways we have of influencing our nation for good.
We c an byeastthat wdrks throulghethe whole batch of
dough. o6 (1Corinthians 5:6)

Indeed, this is why religiah particularly Christianit® is so instrumental to
sustaining American democracy. Our future depends on citizens who live lives of
engagement and virtue. Choosing a president is important but not nearly as criti-
cal as building a nation of righteous citizens who trust in God and care for their
neighborhoods. The greatest political capital we have is each other.

In Hope and Confidence,
Pastor Tom Anderson

Karen and | wish to thank all of you for

Revelation Sermon Series concludes: your kind and generous gift to us last

Feb 5The Two Beasts Christmas. We are greatly honored to
Feb 12The Seven Bowls serve with you! You are a wonderful

Feb 19New Heaven, New Earth congregation and it is a great joy to be
New Series begins Ash Wednesday Fé!r[]%“][ pastor! | dap]“ vefry enthusiastic about
22 at 7 PM-The Cross of Christ the future God has for our witness in

Houghton Lake!



New Sermon Series

THE CROSS

Christian faith is centered in the cross. And the Christian life is likewise rooted in the cross. These messages are
to bring us to the heart of the cross with an understanding of what was accomplished there on our behalf.

We begin with an individual perspective but move on from there into a deeper understanding of what it means to
community under the cross. Our worship, our call to mission, our ability to love our enemies and to face the perpbestitig
fering--the cross transforms everything!

Feb 22 ASH WEDNESDAMO0 Days of Prayer and Power: An explanation and invitation to a Lenten experience of pray
our church and the Houghton Lake community. Distribution of prayer guides for adults and children. God desires to d
the greatest things hebés ever done. That is why we &
Feb 26why Did Christ Die? Matthew 27:1126

Mar 4Looking Below the Surface Mark 14:1226

Mar 11The Problem of Forgiveness Romans 2:411

Mar 18Satisfaction for Sin Romans 3:126

Mar 25Ransomed by God Hebrews 9:1128

Apr 1 PALM SUNDAY Justified Titus 3:38

Apr 5 HOLY THURSDAY The Revelation of God John 1:118

Apr 6 GOOD FRIDAYcommunity service

Apr 8 EASTERThe Conquest of Evil Colossians 2:45

Apr 15The Community of Celebration 1 Peter 2:410

Apr 22 Self Understanding & Sefbiving Luke 9:2327; 12:2234

Apr 29Loving our Enemies Romans 12:9; 12:143:5

May 6 Suffering and Glory Hebrews 4:1416; 5:79
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New Member luncheon and SeminarFebruary 19 at 12:15 PM in Fellowship hall. Come for a light
lunch and a presentation from Pastor Tom and leaders of the church on the basics: Who is Jesus
he die? How do | pray? How do | read the Bible? What is the United Methodist Church? How can
How can | share my faith? and more! The seminar is free and there is no obligation to join, just co
learn more about us! You may join our church in several ways’  _
e By baptism =5 : =
e By renewal of faith or M_ere %%;SM
e By transfer from another church

For more information or to RSVP, please contact Pastor Tom in the church office 422622.

Come discover, grow and serve with us!
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give?
me and

Hometouch Training Class beqgins Tuesday, February 7 101 AM: Led by

Pastor Tom over 4 weeks Topics include: How to help people cope with Iifle
stresses; How to visit hospital patients; How to talk with terminally ill peop

and how to relate to grief sufferers.
Please RSVP to Pastor Tom so he can make copies of all materials

le:

The Victim Services Unito f t he Roscommon Coun

more volunteers are needed and encouraged to attend training. For more
mation about services available or becoming a trained volunteer, contact
Sheri ffodos d&OWart ment at 275

LY

works helps in responding to emergencies. There are currently 16 members an
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FROM THE
[
( DIRE(TOR OI: First, | want to thank everyone for giving

CHRIS"AN me, iEric, and Doree such a warm wel-
\ [DU(A‘"O come. From the multitude that unloaded

the moving truck (four times as fast as i
was loaded!) to everyone involved in thg
many ministries of the church, | have felt the love and grace of the people c3
United Methodist at Houghton Lake.

Many people since | have started have asked me what my job is or what dot
mean to be a Christian Education Director. Christian Education Ministry invc

—

\

the administration and coordination of programs or strategies to facilitate the

spiritual growth or discipleship of believers, of all ages, into Chikshess. This
IS not a oneperson job. | am here to help, equip and facilitate. | am here for

Christian Education has always been my calling, and | am so thankful to be
Oi Ai1OET OA EIT OEAO AAITEI C EAOA 1
and dedication of everyone here, and looking forward to finding out even mg
in the coming month and weeks.

| have been, and will be, spending a great deal of time meeting and getting 1
know everyone, every group, and every ministry in the church and the comn
nity. | have greatly enjoyed this, and look forward to my ministry with you he
at HLUMC!

Blessings,
Amanda Manuel
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A Vacation Bible School volunteer luncheon

celp’ /\ is scheduled for
\ \m \ Sunday, February 12th, at 12 noan Fellowship hall.
%Y (\‘r\ \M/
4 3(’/ : v %

uvmon) 6" 3 Oi1 01 OAAOO A O OEEO O
Bbe | for the luncheon, please call the church office with your R
’?School Nursery will also be available.
PR SSVSN

Any questions, please contact Amanda Manuel at church.

This luncheon will be a time of fellowship and discussion with

DI 1
5V/P.




News for the whole church family

From Childrends Ministry
Early Readers choose new mission project
f or Chil dr en 6 s OoOf f er i ng
Ha i t i i s t he n e w de st i nat i .on f or o ur
- Our Early Reader class will be hearing about various mission projects in Haiti and choosing one for

the next few months of Childrends Offering.

... | The Nothing but Nets _ project the Middle School class chose collected $473.

- | That is 47 nets purchased and delivered with education on its proper use;

47 families who have a better chance against malaria.

Childrends Mi s siiaeimth&anuwrcd pevpifeysu would like to help the children with
their mission. Look for the purple envelopes with the lambs, you may put them in the regular of-
fering plate.

Upcoming Events
Feb. 12, Sunday atthe 9 amservic&E E1 AOAT 6O " AT 1 0N

VBS Volunteer Luncheon, 12 Noon, in Fellowship Hall. (see Christian Ed page for more info)
Feb. 22 iAsh Wednesdayhe beginning of Lent, a time of preparation for Easter

Sunday: the day dedicated to God to worship and know him better

Jd e s us s ai d N L et t he c hil dr en C O me t o
The Nursery welcomes infants and children through age 3 Sunday mornings from 8:50 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. Donna
Ni eman, Hei di LaPrad and volunteers provide loving care f

Chi | dr en 6 sisdiiing thehQia.m. service; children 4 yrs. - 4™ grade are invited to join Mrs. Karen for singing,

praying and learning about worshiping God. At 10:05 a.m. the children are delivered to their classrooms.

Sunday Classes are from 10:10 a.m. through 10:50 a.m.; this a time of getting to know Jesus and his Father better

as we grow in faith. The ages /| grades and teacherés name:
Chi | dr e n farskidshokall dges happens the second Sunday of each month at the 9 a.m. service. Children look

forward to this time where they can offer to God their music and participate in worship leadership.

Youth Fellowship News Y. +L C

Feb5 6 PM Meeting N
Feb 11 fASnow Kiddingo event (rM,>\‘§%////'\7//,_/@) == deadl
X / 4

Feb 12 6 PM Meetin =\ /)

nd [./jLF]T{&
Feb 19 6 PM Meeting ¥ |
Feb 26 6 PM Meeting Y=

Summer camp information will be out soon! Scholarship assistance is available from the church.

/\/E‘ED‘-The 5th through 7th gradlendunsalyedeched!|f el aBesp filal

C postponed due to a conflict with the basketball game. We will reschedule in the spring!

N
CK\// Thank you, Mrs. Lori Betts
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This article was taken from the Journeys newletter, and | liked how it explained grief in a different way. | hope
that you will experience some helpful information from it as well.

" Those who are bereaved, especially by a sudden, shocking death, often search for metaphors by which they
can make sense of their experience. They ultimately are seeking some degree of consolation.

How can it be, we ask ourselves, that this person who was so important in my life has been rudely snatched
away? And, perhaps more importantly, how can | find some way to make sense out of what has happened to me?
How can | go forward in the new life that is now before me?

We often see trees that have been damaged by lightning. One way in which some people have tried to make
meaning in their lives after the death of someone they love is to think of the metaphor of a healing tree.

Imagine, if you will, a huge tree that has been struck by lightning. Picture it still standing, but with one of its
large branches torn away. Typically, such a tree will have a long, dark bare strip on its trunk where there is no bark.

Such a tree is similar to us when we have experienced the death of someone we loved. That significant person
was an important part of our lives. His or her life was entwined with ours, so much so that a substantial part of our
identity came from our attachment. We were the spouse, partner, parent, child, sibling, or other closely-bound half of
the relationship.

When our loved one died, it was like having a part of us ripped or torn away. In the aftermath, we find our-
selves in the midst of a silent universe that may seem utterly barren. It is difficult to overstate the dimensions of such
an important loss.

Nevertheless, as we observe the storm-struck tree, we are likely to notice that it does continue to live. It has
been damaged but not totally destroyed. Despite the crippling blow, it may be wounded on one side but find ways to
still flourish through its solid trunk and remaining branches.

Even a tree that has been struck by lightning can still thrive in other parts of its life. It can continue to grow,
bear leaves and seeds, absorb carbon dioxide and return oxygen to the air, and provide shade for people and animals
for many years.

Like the tree, we will be injured from losing a big part of our lives. But also like the tree, we can heal and go on.
Nevertheless, as many bereaved people have demonstrated, we can continue to live in healthy ways despite our
losses. Eventually, if we take care of ourselves, we can even come to know love and laughter in new ways.

Every important loss in our lives affects us, sometimes very deeply. In most cases, however, we can choose to
focus not just on the hurt and pain we have suffered, but on the good that still remains in our lives.

We will always remember those we have lost and what they meant to us. At the same time, we can determine
to experience but not surrender ourselves to our grief. When we do so, we know that life will never be the same as it
was but it can be good again in new and different ways."

| have walked the path of sudden loss, and believe me, the last thing | thought about was comparing myself to
a tree, but bear with me here, if you will. It takes time to heal from any loss, and the deeper the relationship, the longer
it takes. What | really want you to get from this article is that healing is possible, and while the hurt is deep, there are
good things that can happen in our lives even with the loss, if we are open to them. We may feel like we have lost all
purpose in our lives, but we have not. My husband died 32 years ago, very suddenly. For the next two years, | couldn't
get a grip, but one morning | woke up and asked myself if | was going to continue on this path or do something differ-
ent? The answer to that question is that for the past 30 years, | have led grief groups of one kind or another. | found a
purpose for my life that | never would have imagined if | had not experienced the loss. | am not a licensed therapist,
but when | asked my mentor if | should go to school, he said, "absolutely not". The actual experience of grieving, he
said, gave me more credibility than book learning about it. So, the Lord leads us to our new life, one that is absent of
the person we had hoped to be with us for the rest of our life. He leads us to new people that teach us to love, and
laugh again. | do not have all the answers, but | am always willing to listen!

See me at church, call me, call the church and leave a message for me, or email me at papaonel23@cs.com.
It is my goal to be available in any way | can be to help you on your own grief journey. May God direct your path of
wellness in 2012!

In His Love, and mine too,
Sue Lazell-Grief Recovery Ministry Coordinator



FebruaryBirthdays

L @ ANNIVERSARIES |22

1 Dick Vogt

2  Millie Ritter

3 Karen Anderson
3 Evelyn Hahn

3 Joel Neorr

4 Myra Breyer

4  Kevin Warner
5 Walker Rogers
6 John Bieniek

6 Doug Demuth
7  Anna Kramer
8 KelliIgnat

8 Barb Packman
10 Bonnie Randall

11 Marilyn Rider
12 Larry Drewyor
12 Helen Mosey
12 Duane Nieman
12 Dave Williamson
13 Ruth Corwin

13 Pat Paullin
Terry Burke

15 Rachel Krohn
17 Nathan Milner
19 Brooke Souder
20 Carolyn Murphy
21 Dan Dennis

23 John Smith

23 Ernie Stark

24 Lorna West
25 Kate Mann
25 Marc Milburn
25 Fran Staley
26 Matt Churchill
27 Linda Havlik

24 Kandace Hawthorne

28 Courtney Ignat
28 Jordan Melloh

February Anniversaries

ss%

——

1 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Campbell
2 Mr. & Mrs. Howard Foley
17 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Fillwock
18 Mr. & Mrs. Nelson Waltz
26 Mr. & Mrs. Scott Caron

gaien ar

The 2012 Flower Chart
is posted on the main
bulletin board.

If you would like to pro-
vide Altar flowers for any
given Sunday, (in honor,
memory, or celebration
of someone or event),
clearly write your name
& reason for flowers in
date slot. You can order
flowers from a florist or
provide your own to
placed on the Altar on
that Sunday. You may
take the flowers home
after the 11 am service.

MAILING ADDRESSES for our service members: (received to date) Your

prayers and kind words let them know they are not alone. Thanks for all you do
for them! If your military service member has had a change of address, please
inform the church office.

SPC Bannerman, Jesse
TF1-119C BTRY

Camp Virginia, Kuwait
APOAE 09327
(Bannerman)

Major Robert Bouchillon
PSC 303 Box 25

APO AP 96205
(deployed to Seoul, Korea)
(Bonzo)

USDAO Bogota

ATTN:CW3 Dianna Bentley

Unit 5115
APO AA34038
(Bentley)

David Bentley

403 Valley View Loop
Unit 102

Honolulu, HI 96818
(Bentley)

Chad Bennett
(in Afghanistan)
(Bennett)

LCPL Rick Eldred
64858 Tonto Drive
Joshua Tree, CA 92252
Birthaay: 4/2

(Seaford)

SPC Hodge, Benjamin
21857 E. Puesta Del Sol
Queen Creek, AZ 85242
Birthday: 2/24

(Meares)

QM1 Justin Hodge

39722 Sherwood Union Ln
Murrieta, CA 92564
Birthday: 6/10

(Meares)

SPC Peter Kuyper
Birthday: 3/29

(returned from Afghanistan)
(Haenlein)

SGT McLain, Stephen
A Troop

1-71 CAV STTARNAK
APO AE 09355
Birthaay: 8/9
(McLain)

SGT. Mike Mantel
C/O Mary Mantel
6007 N. Sheridan Rd.
Chicago, IL 60660
Birthday: 10/10
(Niemarn)

SGT. Joshua Mullins

92 Eng. Bn.

2181 Gulick Ave., Ste. 108
Ft. Stewart, GA 31314
Birthday: 12/27

(Mullins)

S A Kevin Molitor

4832 Clinton Way Drive
Waterford, Ml 48328
Birthday: 2/2
(Meares)

SGT. James Dean Seaman
122 Live Oak Ct.

Midway Park, NC 28540
(Gooawin)

PO3 Tim Schultz
8478 Mannington
Canton, Ml 48187
Birthday: 4/20

HLUMG Thank you so much for the use of
your church space & kitchen for the
Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Train-
ing. The workshop was a success & cou|d-
1860 EAOA ATTA EO :
Nicole Ellen

Crawford Roscommon Suicide Prevention

Thank youto the anonymous angel who do-
T AGAA EOT AET ¢ Q A&ITA
Out Event. God bless you, UMW

Dear HLUMC family,It is my privilege to
serve you as organist and choir director
AT A AOET ¢ 'T1AB80
the notes and words of music. May God
grace you and our church in this new yeg
I thank each of you for your thoughtful-
ness and remembrances at Christmas.
~ Blessings, Lorna

=

Thank youall so much for your kindness.
You have given me more than you know,
You have made me feel like a true member
of this church...like part of the family.

~ Emmily Perry

Heartfelt thanks to the HLUMC congrega-
tion for your gifts of love you graciously pre
sented to me during the Christmas season.
Wow, the home baked goodies, trinkets of
"""" #EOEOOI AO OAI
couragement sustained me more than you
realize. Be assured your combined gift was
also put to faithful use as I chose to bless
someone in need with your giving. Our loving
God reveals to me each day the reasons Hg
placed me here at HLUMC and it is a blessipg
to stand beside you as we serve Him.
~Securely in His Grip, Liz Fole!

Ei O OE

i ADOACA

T11 06



e The Video Team is looking for Video Operators for both services . Some com-
puter knowledge is recommended. It is a great opportunity for service as you learn
video presentation. Contact Wayne Schoeppach at 821-7224

e Would you like to be included on the list of Communion servers ? Holy Commun-
ion is on the first Sunday of each month and also for special worship services. To be
added on the list to serve please contact Becky Bannerman at 366-5340

SERVE -« sServing as aWorship Greeter or Usher is an awesome opportunity to serve and
also get to know our church family. Men, Women, Youth are needed, especially dur-

GOD ing the winter months.  Contact any Usher or Pastor Tom if interested in ushering.

GLADLY To be added to the Gree_ter schedult_a, contact Liz in the office. Worship Greeters
and Ushers are needed in both services.

College Connection Outreach Projeid seeking volun-
teers! As a volunteer you would be assigned a collegé /
student from our church to pray for, to contact on a regufi ¢
basis with encouraging notes, or even to send an ogca:
sional care packagelhis program aims to maintain the
connection between our college
students and HLUMC.

PRAYERS & SQUARES Prayef
Quilt Ministry. Prayers and Squares
will meet once a month on the 3rd
Thursday of each month from 10am
2pm in the Fellowship Hall. Please
bring a sack lunch and a beverayée encourage
and welcome newcomersContact Dottie LeRoy

Please contact Gloria Drogt at 36836 or Y
gddrogt@hotmail.com if you are willing to serve in thjs (4223563).
capacity.

Prayers & Squaresis an interfaith outreach minig-

—— try that combines the gift of prayer with the gift of
a handtied quilt or quilt square. Thaurposeof
Prayers & Squares is not to make and distribute
— quilts, but topromote prayethrough the use of
quilts or quilt squares. Anyone can request a quilt
for a family or friend of the congregation who is
i AR sick, suffering or in special need of comfort and
O&OEAT AO 1T & /‘/,3 (@//5) 3 ||prayer. Military requests are also accepted.
7T T AT 380 &AT T k\\f\}//L AQWé crefer to the requefgstor
will be on &\ I The sponsor needs tb. Ask the recipient if they
Thursday, February 23, 2012 l/,7 /LVO,”(),IS will accept the gift of prayer in the form of a quilf.
at the church. “Bible Stucly 2. Complete and detach the P&S form, and place
o _ _ it on the church office desB. Deliver the quilt to
Meeting includes prayers, devotions and snackbis the recipient. The Prayers & Squares brochures
group is open to all ladies!Come join us for a night of | W/,fOI‘m) can be found. i the Nal:thex on the ta,t le . .
#EOEOOEAI 7T T AT80 &ATITIT xf Zﬁy E\ OOAUEI C O&AEC
4EAO 71 OEO68 y £ UT O EAONR NO OOEIT h Bl AAOGA [AT1C
Sue Milner 36&893 or Julie Dennison 8B681.
e e
Please save these items for important purposes. ﬁe . . n o “ e'
®  From our Administrative Council: Please save the pull tabs HatS Oﬁ: to Jerry BettS for h|S amaZ|ng
fi lumi for Ronald McDonald H ,and d it ftl
e o ootk vy Iy s, | | istic abilities that he has blessed ounl
e  From Carol Chidester: Please help us collect General Mills AEOOAE xEOEA * A oOoouUo O
Box Tops for Education, UPC Codes on Spartan Foods, and .
Campbell Soup UPC seals _to support education programs. above the PrayerTOUCh table in the Nart+
Collection containers can be found in the church kitchen. For .
Campbel | 6s Soup, entredabaandsbmepres i t| fth€X. Thank you, Jerry for sharing your
will trim it properly, or just clip the UPC. glft Wlth a” Of USI




We are very excited to report
that we were able to completel
pay our Ministry Jubilee for
2011. $600.00 went to each of
the following ministries: Ezekie
Project of Saginaw, Friendship
3EAI OAOh '"TAB8Q
tive Parish, Crawford County Community Christian Help
#A1l OAOh - AOET AEOO #EEI AOAI
Mentally & Physically Challenged, Camp Endowments, C
Community Social Services, Bread for the World, and Un
Methodist Retirement CommunitiesBenevolent Care Fung

6 Al AT OET A0 11 3AI1AS
Valentines fashioned by the

loving hands of the Missions

Committee will be on sale in

the Narthex on:

Sunday, Jan. 29th and Sunday, Feb. 5th

All new designs are available in a variety of colors. Each
EO O ENOA88s8&/l O OEA OODPAA
included. For each $5 valentine sold, the Blankets+Progr
of Church World Service will provide a blanket to an indiv
ual somewhere in the world to use as bedding, as a shaw
shelter, or to bundle a baby or personal belongings. We i
vite you to take part in this opportunity to share your love

y

|

2012 Marriage
Encounter
Weekends:
February 2426;
# IAPIidB0-22106 A 0 A Z
5 JNOVEMDE B4 4 64 waipo A o
¥Veekends begin
*Friday evening and
conclude Sunday afternoon and are he
at Best Western Hotel in Romulus, MI.
next to Metro airport. Trained lay and
clergy couples give a series of present
tions on married life and couples, then
Péfleghand dialag in gheitown Foms.o,
This is your chance to spend an entire
weekend focusing on your spouse and
Ui 00 OAI AOET 1 OEED

)4

7 — o o Iltg

and concern for your own family and friends with your br
ers and sisters around the world.

Thank you for your generous support!

New Mission Group
Forming!

Last summer we participated in a
i EOOEIT O1 OEA
operative Parish in the Eastern
Upper Peninsula. Many of us were
inspired to begin community pro-
EAAOO ET 1 00 AOAAR ATTA A
Saturday, January 21 at 10 am, representatives from are
churches met at Grayling Michaelson Memorial United M

"TA8O #1 O1

odist Church to begin to plan for projects for next summef.

you are interested in going, please contact Pastor Tom.

EAAAI &£ O | AOOEAC
brated your first anniversary or your
50th, you deserve Wlarriage Encounter
Weekend Weekends are open to cou
ples from all denominations.

—

pJeseryation fee of $200 is required tc
reserve your space on the Weekend.
you cancel 14 days before the Weeker

(@]

(ST~ -

itions, email Jim and Cheryl Hinsberg a
thriiminmi@aol.com For more infor-

mation, contact Pastor Tom and Karer

For any questions or concerns re-
garding any custodian issues that
need attention please feel free to
leave a note in my mailbox. Also,

you need a special set up for an agt

tivity please be sure to let me knoy
in advance. Thank you for your
help! ~ Emmily Perry

Anderson.

CJ

Church office hours are Mefri 8am4pm, with a brief time away for
lunch and/or errands. As | am not always able to get away at exac
noon, please feel free to call ahead if you need assistance or acce
into the church. Thanks! ~ Liz Foley
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