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Discoveries from our planning process: We are a large church—in the 96th per-
centile of churches in the United States. We are also surrounded by an above aver-
age proportion of unchurched people—approximately 11,000 who live within a 20 
minute drive of our building. We want to become a stable and growing church. We 
believe that our best years of mission are before us! 

Listed below are 5 Keys that we viewed as strengths that we wish to expand on 
in the next 3-5 years. Under each key is a set of specific objectives. Timelines and 
leadership assigned to each objective is available from the office. These objectives 
have been chosen by a process of prayer and consensus at our all-church planning 
meetings. The Administrative Council has approved this plan. Act, pray and lean 
forward into the future God has planned for us! 

 
SPECIFIC CONCRETE MISSIONAL OBJECTIVES 
1. Plan 1 large & 1 small event yearly; provide an invitation to the community. 
2. Every dinner or pasty customer is informed that a portion of the proceeds 
goes to support needy people in our community. 
3. Inventory and evaluate our current ministries and programs. 
STRUCTURE AND DECISION MAKING  
1. Train committees on good governance and provide orientation to members. 
2. Define responsibilities and budgets for each committee. 
3. Give members a list of participation opportunities. 
STRONG LEADERSHIP RESOURCES 
1. Establish “second chairs”: assistant leaders in each committee-group . 
2. Create an ongoing small group leaders meeting with the Pastor. 
PASTORAL AND LAY VISITATION IN THE COMMUNITY 
1. Outreach group for homebound (beyond our members, esp. seniors) 
2. Establish new small groups 
3. Connect small groups with worship visitors 
SIGNIFICANT RELATIONAL GROUPS 
1. Make & update a picture board. 
2. Survey member strengths & interests 
3. Develop and support a church wellness program 
4. Annually, publicly renew small group charters 
  
In hope and confidence, 

 Pastor Tom Anderson 
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 2010 Strategic Plan for Ministry 
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Sermon Series  continues: 
ABRAHAM   In these messages on Abraham's life, you'll learn to be a person who 
listens to, obeys and trusts the God who always keeps his promises. 
  August 1 Confirming the Covenant  Genesis 17 
  August 8 TBA (Pastor Tom & Karen on vacation) 
  August 15 Speaking Face-to-Face Genesis 18 
  August 22 Receiving the Promise Genesis 21 



very reflective: you learn many new 
things trying to explain it to someone 
else.  The children’s enthusiasm also 
serves to encourage the adults to put 
the same energy into their own faith. 
 One of the biggest blessings for 
me was to see all of the teenagers get 
involved in volunteering at VBS.  It 
seems like half of the helpers were 
high-schoolers!  Woo-hoo!  All of our 
puppeteers and recreation leaders, in 
fact, were teens from our church. 
 VBS shows us an important princi-
ple:  True Christian community tran-
scends all differences, including age, 
economics, and even denominations.  
Our friends from Markey Baptist 
Church had as much fun at our VBS as 
we usually do at theirs!  And with one 
purpose in mind (and a lot of organiza-
tional help from my beautiful wife, 
Katja), we can accomplish anything. 
 Two verses stick out in my mind 
from this week.  First, “And my God 
will meet all your needs according to 
his glorious riches in Christ Je-
sus.” (Philippians 4:19)  This is some-
what of a self-fulfilling prophecy.  If 
you believe it, you will see God meet-
ing your needs all the time. 
 The second verse is “The one who 
is in you is greater than the one who is 
in the world.” (I John 4:4).  We ex-
plained to the children that when we 
say “God is in our hearts,” it really 
means he is everywhere inside us, just 
as blood flows from the heart to every 
other part of the body.  Tapping that 
internal power allows us to overcome 
anything that Satan can throw at us.  
Like the first verse, believing this 
promise is the first step to experiencing 
it. 
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WEEKLY EVENTS FOR YOUTH  
 

Sunday School and Youth Fellowship (YF) 
will resume September 12th 

WEDNESDAY — Eric’s Day Off 
FCA and JAM will resume in September 

Thursday, 6:30-7:30 PM—AltarNation Practice 
 

“For this God is our God for ever and ever; he will be our 
guide even to the end.”- Psalm 48:14 (NIV) 
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Dear friends, 
 Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
has to be one of my favorite minis-
tries in the church.  This year, we 
completed an Amazon Cruise VeBS 
(Very exciting Bible School) with 
the help of dozens of volunteers.  It 
is incredible to witness the energy of 
over 50 children as they react to mu-
sic, bible verses, science, stories, 
recreation, and snacks in the pres-
ence of loving adults.  For many of 
the children, you get the feeling this 
is the first time they have ever ex-
perienced Christian community. 
 VBS is educational for the help-
ers as much or more as it is for the 
children.  The process of teaching is 
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August 1-7 
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in Boyne Falls, MI 
 

August 16 
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7 PM at Lyon Township Field 

 

August 19 
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6:30 PM at HLUMC.  The proceeds go 
to help needy families in our area. 

 

August 22-27 
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The Falkers will be in attendance. 

 

September 12 
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The fall kickoff for our Sunday School 
and Youth Fellowship ministries.   

YF will resume at  6PM. 
 

September 19 
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Sorry, we cannot accept magazines, 
office paper, or cardboard.  Please use 
local recycling facilities for these 
items.  If you have any questions, 
please speak to Eric.  Thanks for your 
support of this ministry! 
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It’s never too late to sign up for sum-
mer camp.  Camps are available for all 
ages throughout the month of August.  
See Eric Falker or Sue Seaford if you 
have any questions.  Many scholar-
ships are available, and walk-ins are 
welcome.  Thanks to all those campers 
who have already attended this year! 
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Plans are underway to take a team of 
roughly 12 to 20 people to God’s 
Country Cooperative Parish in the Up-
per Peninsula next summer.  The dates 
are June 12th to 18th.  If you are inter-
ested in joining this team, please speak 
to Eric or Pastor Tom. 
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Wed., Sept. 22nd, 7 PM 

“Fields of Faith” will return to Hough-
ton Lake football field again this fall. 
This is a night of music and testimony, 
led by local high school students.  The 
week leading up to FoF, HLUMC will 
be hosting a prayer labyrinth. 
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· From our Administrative Council:  
Please save the pull tabs from 
aluminum cans  for Ronald 
McDonald House, and deposit 
them in the container located 
near the library door. 

· From Carol Chidester:  Please 
help us collect General Mills 
Box Tops for Education, UPC 
Codes on Spartan Foods, and 
Campbell Soup UPC seals  (they 
no longer accept the labels—now 
just the UPC’s) to support local 
education programs.    Collection 
containers can be found in the 
church kitchen.  For Campbell’s 
Soup, please deposit the entire 
label and someone will trim it prop-
erly, or just clip the UPC.  
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��������� �� If your military service member has had a 
change of address, please inform the church office.  
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Sincere  
Sympathy is 
extended to:     

· Dick & Linda 
Tarrant in the 

death of Linda’s sis-
ter, Joyce Sewell on 
July 14. 

 

· Dottie & Howard 
LeRoy in the death of 
Howard’s brother-in-
law, Larry Sumerix 
on July 17. 

 
· Mike & Roxanne 

Krohn in the death of 
Mike’s nephew, 
David on July 19.  
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Pete & Angela; 
Bob & Martha; 
& Vince & Rose 
want to take this 

opportunity to thank all of 
those who were involved in 
the wonderful Reception 
service and Luncheon on 
July 10.   
 

You folks were and are 
TERRIFIC!  Bev & Joe 
Betts; Lori, Jerry & Jacob 
Betts; Millie Ritter; Becky 
& Al Bannerman; Floyd & 
Pam Menzies; Eric Falker; 
Lorna West; Pastors Roger 
Colby, Russell Smith and 
Chuck Marble.  You self-
lessly gave from your 
hearts for the sake of our 
son and his new bride & 
her family.  I’ve heard 
nothing but wonderful 
compliments  from all who 
attended.   
 

Words cannot properly 
express the gratitude Bob 
and I feel.  From the bot-
tom of our hearts, thank 
you so very much and God 
Bless your ministry.  
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     9:00 AM WORSHIP  
  1  Susan & Dennis Duford 
  8  Mary & John Bieneik 
15  Susan Seaford & Karen Patterson 
22  Roxanne & Mike Krohn 
29  Gail & Tom Haenlein 

         

     11:00 AM WORSHIP   
  1  Dorene Webster & Ellen Waggoner 
  8  Leona & Walt Sherwood 
15  Colleen & Eric Goodwin 
22  Barb & Russ Nieman 
29  Rose & Don Carter 
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  1  Bob Mowers 
  8  Gary Laniewicz 
15 Ray Mullins 
22 Bob Mowers 
29  Wayne Schoeppach 
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   1  Dallas Tevis 
   8  Frank Peshick 
15 
22 
29  Bruce Fitzgerald 

HOUGHTON LAKE UMC  
SCHEDULE OF WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES:  

 

Monday:           
Limberettes Exercise Group, 9 am  (Fellowship Hall)  
PrayerTouch Ministry 10 am  
 

Tuesday:          
HomeTouch Visitation Ministry, 10 am  
 

Wednesday:       
Limberettes Exercise Group, 9 am  (Fellowship Hall)  
Chancel Choir rehearsal, 6:30 pm  (Sanctuary)   
Alcoholics Anonymous, 8 pm (Kitchen)    
Alanon, 8 pm  (Rm. #4) 
 

Thursday: 
AltarNation rehearsal, 6:30 pm (Sanctuary) 
 

Friday:               
Limberettes Exercise Group, 9 am  (Fellowship Hall) 
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22 Eve Porter 
29  Jan Gleason  
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9:00 AM WORSHIP 
  1  Liz Foley 
  8  Susan Duford 
15  Margaret Mowers 
22  Joyce Levay 
29  Darlus Kumpula 

                

      11:00 AM WORSHIP 
 1    Judy Fargher 
 8    Shirley Whelpley 
15 Bob Cook 
22 Dottie LeRoy 
29   Jean Papendick 
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Do you occasionally need a helping hand?  Our church has hands ready to 
help!  Do you need a light bulb changed or something placed on a high shelf, 
but you aren’t supposed to use a ladder?  Do you need a ride to the grocery 
store or doctor’s office, or need a prescription picked up?  Are you temporar-
ily unable to take care of simple household chores (like washing dishes or 
doing laundry)?  Do you have a door hinge that needs fixing, a window that 
needs to be unstuck, or a nail or two that need to be hammered?  These are 
just a few examples of how our team of “Occasional Fixers” can be of ser-
vice.  Please give Martha Cook a call   (422-4744), or contact the church 
office.  We have a list of great volunteers who are willing and able to help!   
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Grief Recovery Ministry  
 

 Courage is one quality we feel we need most in facing the death of a loved one---both the cour-
age to tolerate our loss and the courage to go on with our lives. Dealing with loss is so difficult 
that we may fear we haven't got this necessary ability within us. 
 My experience is that courage is something we develop as we go along. We discover we 

have more fortitude as we deal with a very ill, dying loved one. We somehow face each day, hold a hand, give 
encouragement, manage the details of our lives, and keep going. Sometimes we find strength in supporting 
others who are facing the same loss, perhaps our children or our parents. Whether we notice or not, these 
are acts of courage. 
 When our loss is sudden and unexpected, we are often knocked off our feet in surprise. We must sud-
denly find within ourselves the courage to face something we are totally unprepared for. The shock of the 
event may slow us down but we will need all the courage we can muster. 
 What is courage? It is the ability to conquer fear or despair in the face of difficult circumstances, dan-
ger, or pain. Courage in the face of grief does not mean being unafraid or unemotional. Rather, it means mov-
ing through our sorrow and other intense emotions instead of taking a detour. 
 Sometimes, crying instead of suppressing our feelings is a courageous act. Sometimes, stopping and 
quieting down for a moment instead of barreling through is courageous, sometimes, it's the opposite---that 
getting up and facing the day is an act of courage. Sometimes reaching out for help is the most courageous 
act of all. 
 We are apt to think courage is found in everyone but us. We see it as a hard earned talent that some 
people, other people, seem to have. We may believe there must be a unique gene, or a particular kind of up-
bringing, or the influence of special people that enables others their courage. We may think it's something we 
missed. 
 Too often we cannot see courage in ourselves. You probably are courageous---if only you noticed. But 
unless you performed some obvious heroic act like saving another person's life, you probably didn't call your-
self courageous. This is a blind spot in most of us. Working with people with life threatening illnesses like 
AIDS and cancer, we often see how one patient admires how another is coping, not noticing himself and his 
own amazing ability to face adversity. 
 Courage usually develops from experience from trial and error. We exercise courage muscles when 
we choose to take on life, to face the difficulties that lie in front of us instead of being a victim of our circum-
stances. We may have no power over circumstances, the tragedies, losses, and disappointments that befall 
us, but we can choose how we react and respond to life's adversities. That's what takes courage. 
 Take a moment and look at difficult times you have faced in life in the past. If you scan your life you'll 
see that you have already demonstrated courage--but you forgot to notice that you faced and recovered from 
a serious illness, a disappointment (or several), a divorce, or a heartbreak. Your recovery and healing from 
that past event is an act of courage that you may have taken for granted. 
 This might be a good time to just stop and scan your own life. Look at difficult times you have faced---
challenges, changes, disappointments, losses. Look at how you survived. Give yourself credit for courage you 
have already shown.  
 Here is a quote from the book You Don't Have to Suffer: "Being fully alive to life is truly a heroic 
act...Many of us think heroism means rescuing people from burning buildings or being daring in wartime. In-
stead, heroism is an everyday affair. For some of us getting up in the morning and facing another day is a he-
roic act. For others changing jobs or staying in a relationship or managing on limited funds or facing the loss 
of a loved one is a heroic act. We have many opportunities to be heroes in our daily lives. The heroism of 
which I speak is the courage to be fully alive to life regardless of our circumstances." I wish you courage! 
 Call me, or email me at papaone123@cs.com, see me at church, or call the church office and leave a 
message for me. God bless you on your grief journey!  
 
In His Love, and mine too, 
Sue Lazell-Grief Recovery Ministry Coordinator    
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August brings “back to school” sales.  When 
you see those pencils, crayons, markers, scis-
sors, etc. on sale, think  OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD!  It is time to start col-
lecting items for your shoeboxes.  We won’t 
be collecting them until November, but it is a 
good time to get started. 

Also, if you would be interested in wrapping empty shoe-
boxes that will be made available to the congregation, 
please contact Char Fitzgerald (366-4761).  If there is 
enough interest, we will be having a “wrapping party” ei-
ther at the end of August or mid-September.  We also need, 
empty shoeboxes to wrap.  They can be brought in and put 
up on the shelf next to Eric’s office. 
Thank you for your continued support of Project HOPE.  
Remember that you can bring in the designated items any-
time during the month and place them in the Project HOPE 
box in the narthex.  Please bring in products for women in 
the month of August.  Coming up in September, we will be 
collecting cereal, peanut butter, and jelly again.  Shop the 
sales! 
A big thank you to the Vacation Bible School adults, teens, 
and children who so generously donated to the Heifer pro-
ject.  We will be purchasing 2 goats, 2 sheep, 2 pigs, and 6 
flocks of chickens for the Heifer project.  If you would like 
to know more about the Heifer project, there is information 
on the missions bulletin board or you can visit their website 
at www.heifer.org. 

Char Fitzgerald, Missions Committee Chairperson   

FUN...FAMLIY...FOLLIES!!! 
THURSDAY, August 19th @ 6:30 pm we will 
have an evening of good family entertain-
ment.  This will be a variety show with acts 
from our talented congregation.  If you have 
a hidden talent and would like to be part of 

this fun evening, please contact Lorna West or Shirley Bi-
foss.  Here are a few ideas:  A family with children could 
do a skit, those who could do a dance routine, sing a fa-
vorite song, play an instrument alone or with a group...be 
really creative & come up with an original act.  We would 
like to encourage groups within the church to each be rep-
resented.  There will be a love offering to benefit the 
church fund which gives to the needy in our own commu-
nity who come or are referred to our church for help & 
hope.  At this time the fund is depleted.  What a great feel-
ing it will be to have a great time, great entertainment, 
great snacks & help our mission in this time of need.  
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Swiss Steak Dinner, August 5th. 
Mark your calendar and be sure and sign 
up on the volunteer workers sheet on the 
bulletin board. 

Dear Church family, 
 Thanks for all the prayers and thoughts, they 
mean a lot and I will remember you while on the road.      

James Lenk 

               CROP Walk News 
 We are now in the midst of preparing 
for our annual CROP Hunger Walk which will 
be held on September 19th. Come and join 
our community in this endeavor as we walk to 

the Historical Village and raise funds for the hungry here in 
Roscommon County and around the world. Our local food 
pantries receive 25% of the money raised to help them fill 
their shelves. It is an awesome opportunity to fellowship with 
other churches and it is great for families to participate to-
gether. 
 If you can't walk there are plenty of ways to help, 
 baking desserts for our lunch at the Village, sponsor a 
walker, help with registration, help at the Village, etc.  
 Come and join us for an afternoon of fun and help 
feed the hungry. We are trying new things this year to get 
more people and churches involved. You will be hearing 
about this as we get closer to the date. Please put us on your 
calendar,   
 

In His Love, 
Sue Lazell-Roscommon County CROP Hunger Walk Chairperson  

A MICROWAVE IS NEEDED  in the 
kitchen.  The microwave in the kitchen does 
not work properly and if you have one that 

you would like to donate, please call the church office.  



SUNDAY CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  SCHEDULE    
(10:10 am—10:50 am) 

 
 

The Nursery welcomes infants and children through age 3  
     during the Sunday School hour, supervised by Donna  
     Nieman, Heidi LaPrad and loving volunteers, following     
     “Safe Sanctuary” guidelines. 
 

 JUNE-AUGUST …...SUMMER BREAK  for children age 4 
through adults.  

 
 
 
 
 
 The Monday morning Prayer group, under the lead-
ership of Margaret Mowers.  They meet in the library from 
10-11:30 am. 
 Adult Bible Study, Wednesdays at 10 am in the li-
brary.  
 

 Don & Jean Hendershott’s small group meets on 
Thursdays at 7 pm.  
 

 Men’s Bible Study meet on Thursdays at 7 pm in 
Room 5.  
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Prayers & Squares is an interfaith out-
reach ministry that combines the gift of 
prayer with the gift of a hand-tied quilt 
or quilt square.  The purpose of Prayers 
& Squares is not to make and distribute 
quilts, but to promote prayer through 

the use of quilts or quilt squares.  Anyone can request a 
quilt for another person who is in special need of 
prayer.  The sponsor needs to: Complete a Prayers & 
Squares Request Form; Ask the quilt recipient to agree 
to accept the gift of prayer in the form of a quilt; De-
liver the quilt to the recipient.  Prayers & Squares Re-
quest Forms are available in the church office.  
 

PRAYERS & SQUARES Prayer Quilt Ministry has  
its weekly daytime “quilting/sewing” day on the 2nd, 
3rd, & 4th Monday of each month.  We meet at 2 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. The nighttime gathering for a 
short meeting & quilt bee will continue to meet on 3rd 
Tues at 6:45pm.  We encourage and welcome new-
comers!  Dottie LeRoy (422-3563)  
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From the Prayer Ministry 
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RALLY DAY,  
SEPTEMBER 12TH!!! 
Mark your calendar!!! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
         �
                 

1� Worship at  
           9 & 11am  
10:10 am  Coffee Hour 

 Fellowship 
 �
�
�

�

29 am Limberettes 

�
����������	��
��
��

5 8:45 am  Staff Mtg. 

 
10 am HomeTouch 

�
2 pm Worship Mtg.  

� 
 
 
 
6 pm Boy Scouts 
 

4    9 am  Limberettes      
 

 10 am Bible Study 

    
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 
8 pm AA/Alanon 

5 
 
 
 

Swiss Steak Dinner  
4:30 pm  

 
 
  
 
 

6:30 pm AltarNation 
 

6 9 am Limberettes   
 
 
 

7    
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

 
 

���

 8 Worship at  
           9 & 11am  
10:10 am  Coffee Hour 

 Fellowship 
�
�

�

�
�

    

�9 am Children’s Bells  

9 9 am Limberettes 

�
����������	��
��
��

 
2 pm Prayers & 

Squares 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

10 8:45 am  Staff Mtg. 

 
10 am HomeTouch 

�
  
�
�
 
 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 
 

11  9 am  Limberettes      
 

 10 am Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 

8 pm AA/Alanon 

12  
 
 
 
 
 

6 pm  
CROP Recruiters Rally  

 
 

6:30 pm AltarNation 
 

7 pm TRUSTEES  

139 am Limberettes   
 
 
 
 
 

14  
 
 

 15 Worship at   
              9 & 11am  
10:10 am  Coffee Hour 
Fellowship                                          
               

       
10 am-12 pm  

Relay For Life Brunch   
 

            Fairly Traded 
 Coffee &  
Tea Sale   

169 am Limberettes 

�
����������	��
��
��

�

2 pm  Prayers & 
Squares 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 8:45 am  Staff Mtg. 
�
�

���������	
��
��
 

 
 
 
 

6 pm Boy Scouts 
6:45 pm Prayers & 

Squares 
7 pm Habitat Softball @ 

Lyon Township field 
 

18  9 am Limberettes 
 

10 am Bible Study 
           

 

UMW @ NOON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 
8 pm AA/Alanon 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30 pm Fun, Family, 
Follies Fundraiser  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

209 am Limberettes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 �
�
�
�

22  Worship at   
            9 & 11am  
10:10 am  Coffee Hour  
         Fellowship 
 
             

 
 

�

23 9 am Limberettes 

 
����������	��
��
��

 
  

2 pm Prayer & Squares  
 
 
 
 

 
 

24 8:45 am  Staff Mtg. 

�
���������	
��
��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6:30 pm Finance 
7:30 pm  Ad Council 

 
 

25 9 am Limberettes 
 
10 am Bible Study 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

6:30 pm  Chancel Choir 
8 pm AA/Alanon 

 
 

26 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

27 9am Limberettes  
 

28 
 

�
�
 

29  Worship at   
            9 & 11am  
10:10 am  Coffee Hour  
         Fellowship 
 

 
 
 
 

 
����  

30 9 am Limberettes 
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��
 
 
�
�
�
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�
�

 

31 8:45 am  Staff Mtg. 

�
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��
��

�
�
�
�
�
�

6 pm Boy Scouts 
�
�
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               Pastor Tom & Karen on vacation Aug. 2-14 


